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Southwest Airlines brings dozens of Iowans, including pilot, home
 Comments

A A

Rick Leonard has waited nearly a decade to fly a Southwest
Airlines airplane into his hometown of Des Moines.

At 2:18 p.m. Saturday, Leonard finally did.

The 46-year-old pilot was at the controls of the Boeing 737 that
arrived at that time and marked the beginning of Southwest Airlines
service in Des Moines. The low-fare carrier will offer twice-daily
flights to Chicago’s Midway Airport starting at 6:55 a.m. Sunday.

Leonard, a 1984 Saydel High School graduate who attended the
University of Dubuque and lives in Clive, was greeted by his 5-
year-old daughter, Peyton.

Flying into Des Moines is “one of the big
highlights of my aviation career,” said
Leonard, who served 20 years in the U.S.
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Members of the Des Moines International Airport's fire department salute Southwest Airlines' Boeing 737 on Saturday
as it arrives for a ceremony marking the low-cost carrier's arrival at the airport. / Marco Santana/The Register
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Navy, including 11 active years, and is an
eight-year Southwest employee. “I’m very
happy to be able to bring a company I work
for that has treated me so well to Des
Moines for that level of service to the people
of Des Moines.”

Plenty of others were excited. A ceremony
included Des Moines and state officials, as
well as those from nearby cities, at Des
Moines International Airport’s service
hangar. The airport’s fire department saluted
the plane by spraying water cannons over it
as it made its way to the hangar.

The excitement surrounds the expected
“Southwest Effect,” a phenomenon that often
follows Southwest’s entrance into a market in
which airfares tend to decrease and ridership
tends to increase.

Government officials say this effect can
provide the city an economic boost as
companies find more-efficient ways for air
travel. Mary Phillips, the general manager of
international travel at the corporate travel
agency ITA Group, said earlier this month
that airfares had already started decreasing
based on the expectation of Southwest’s
arrival.

Airport Authority Board President Ed Hansell
declared it a great day for Des Moines and
Iowa and said the Southwest Effect will help
the airport in its battle for air travelers.

“We have lost ridership over the years to
Omaha and Kansas City and we want that to
stop,” he said. “We want everybody to fly out
of Des Moines.”

Gov. Terry Branstad is already pushing for
expansion, telling Ron Ricks, Southwest

executive vice president, that St. Louis and Las Vegas would be
ideal destinations for the carrier. But airport officials echoed
aviation experts’ previous warnings that air travelers must use the
service to keep them in the market.

Des Moines native and Southwest Airlines pilot Rick
Leonard is greeted by his daughter, 5-year-old Peyton,
after flying an inaugural flight into Des Moines
International Airport on Saturday. It was the first
Southwest plane to arrive at and marks the arrival of
the low-fare carrier to the airport. Leonard and his
family live in Clive and he has been a pilot for eight
years. / Marco Santana/The Register
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Des Moines International Airport Executive Director
Don Smithey gestures toward the runway that
Southwest Airlines' first airplane at the airport would
land on prior to a ceremony celebrating Southwest's
arrival. / Marco Santana/The Register
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The plane that landed Sunday carried dozens of Southwest
employees with Iowa roots and they deplaned carrying University of
Iowa and Iowa State University memorabilia, as well as the state
flag of Iowa.

Ricks was also on the flight, which took off from a rainy, “ugly”
Dallas afternoon to land in Des Moines under clear skies.

Ricks said having the Iowans give up their weekend for the
ceremony let him know that, while Des Moines has never before
offered Southwest Airlines, the fun-loving culture of Iowans have
been “embedded” within the company already.

“They are so excited about coming to Des Moines that they wanted
to come up here,” Ricks said after the ceremony. “Witnessing their
enthusiasm and their excitement on the airplane about this
homecoming, for them, it just was such a perfect representation of
the Southwest Airlines corporate culture.”

View Comments  |  Share your thoughts »

TOP VIDEO PICKS

Bedbug feeding timelapse
(not for the squeamish)
Sep 28, 2012

Justin Bieber vomits on
stage during concert
Oct  1, 2012

$202 million Powerball
ticket sold in Bondurant
Sep 27, 2012

 selected by Taboola

ARCHIVES PROMOTIONS CUSTOMER SERVICE

View the last 30 days

Yesterday, Sep. 30
Saturday, Sep. 29
Friday, Sep. 28
Thursday, Sep. 27
Wednesday, Sep. 26

 

 

<="">

http://www.desmoinesregister.com/comments/article/20120929/BUSINESS/309290050/Southwest-Airlines-brings-dozens-Iowans-including-pilot-home
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/comments/article/20120929/BUSINESS/309290050/Southwest-Airlines-brings-dozens-Iowans-including-pilot-home
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/comments/article/20120929/BUSINESS/309290050/Southwest-Airlines-brings-dozens-Iowans-including-pilot-home
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/videonetwork/1867094282001?odyssey=mod|tvideo|article
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/videonetwork/1867094282001?odyssey=mod|tvideo|article
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/videonetwork/1867094282001?odyssey=mod|tvideo|article
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/videonetwork/1869972952001?odyssey=mod|tvideo|article
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/videonetwork/1869972952001?odyssey=mod|tvideo|article
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/videonetwork/1869972952001?odyssey=mod|tvideo|article
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/videonetwork/1864725263001?odyssey=mod|tvideo|article
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/videonetwork/1864725263001?odyssey=mod|tvideo|article
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/videonetwork/1864725263001?odyssey=mod|tvideo|article
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/videonetwork/1867094282001?odyssey=mod|tvideo|article
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/videonetwork/1869972952001?odyssey=mod|tvideo|article
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/videonetwork/1864725263001?odyssey=mod|tvideo|article
http://services.taboolasyndication.com/publisher/gannett-desmoinesregister/rbox?item-id=/article/20120929/business/309290050/southwest-airlines-brings-dozens-iowans-including-pilot-home
http://services.taboolasyndication.com/publisher/gannett-desmoinesregister/rbox?item-id=/article/20120929/business/309290050/southwest-airlines-brings-dozens-iowans-including-pilot-home
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/carriers
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/archive
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/archive&archivedate=20120930
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/archive&archivedate=20120930
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/archive&archivedate=20120929
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/archive&archivedate=20120929
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/archive&archivedate=20120928
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/archive&archivedate=20120928
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/archive&archivedate=20120927
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/archive&archivedate=20120927
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/archive&archivedate=20120926
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/archive&archivedate=20120926
http://www.ragbrai.org/
https://www.facebook.com/hawkcentral/app_212077615474453
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/carriers
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/carriers
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/carriers
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/carriers
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/videonetwork/1867094282001?odyssey=mod|tvideo|article
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/videonetwork/1869972952001?odyssey=mod|tvideo|article
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/videonetwork/1864725263001?odyssey=mod|tvideo|article


Southwest Airlines brings dozens of Iowans, including pilot, home | The Des Moines Register | desmoinesregister.com

http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20120929/BUSINESS/309290050/?odyssey=nav%7Chead&gcheck=1&nclick_check=1[10/1/2012 7:32:28 PM]

Tuesday, Sep. 25
Monday, Sep. 24

See our paid archives for
news older than a week.

ADVERTISEMENT

Site Map  |  Back to Top  

NEWS
Politics
Crime & Courts
Education
Kyle Munson
Nation & World
Weather
Archive
Investigations & Watchdog
Reports
Reader's Watchdog
Famous Iowans

LIFE
Mike Kilen
Juice
Health
Dating
Milestones

SPORTS
HawkCentral
Cyclone Insider
High School Insider
Bryce Miller
UNI Panthers
Drake Bulldogs
National Sports
History & Databases
Photos

OPINION
Editorials
Rekha Basu
Kathie Obradovich
Guest Essays
Letters to the Editor
Your 2 Cents' Worth
Blogs
A Better Iowa

BUSINESS
Agriculture
Central Iowa Networking
Green Fields
Biz Buzz
Finance & Insurance
New in the Neighborhood
Iowa's Top Workplaces
Iowa Innovation

COMMUNITIES
Altoona
Ankeny
Clive
Des Moines
Indianola
Johnston
Urbandale
Waukee
West Des Moines

ENTERTAINMENT
Metromix
Restaurant Guide
Datebook
Events
Dining
Music
Theater
Movies
TV Listings
Comics

OBITUARIES
Submit an obituary
Submit a memorial

HELP
Subscriber Solutions
Advertising Solutions
Reader Solutions
About Des Moines Register
Media
Contact us
Media Kit

FOLLOW US
Twitter

Facebook

Mobile

RSS

E-mail Alerts

Text Alerts

        

News  |  Jobs  |  Cars for Sale  |  Homes for Sale  |  Apartments for Rent  |  Real Estate  |  Shopping

Copyright © 2012 www.desmoinesregister.com. All rights reserved.
Users of this site agree to the Terms of Service, Privacy Notice/Your California Privacy Rights, and Ad Choices

http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/archive&archivedate=20120925
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/archive&archivedate=20120925
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/archive&archivedate=20120924
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/archive&archivedate=20120924
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/desmoinesregister/advancedsearch.html
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/sitemaphtml
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/news
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/politics
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/NEWS01
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/NEWS02
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/NEWS03&keyword=munson
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/index
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/weather
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/archives
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/watchdog
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/watchdog
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/readerswatchdog
http://data.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/famous-iowans/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/life
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/NEWS&keyword=kilen
http://dmjuice.desmoinesregister.com/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/LIFE02
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/dating
http://www.legacy.com/celebration/desmoinesregister/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/sports
http://hawkcentral.com/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/SPORTS0206
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/SPORTS08
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/bryce
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/SPORTS0207
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/SPORTS0204
http://desmoinesregister.stats.com/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/sports18
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/photogalleries
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/opinion
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/opinion03
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/basu
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/opinion&keyword=obradovich
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/opinion01
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/opinion04
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/twocents
http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/
http://abetteriowa.desmoinesregister.com/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/business
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/agriculture
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/centraliowanetworking
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/greenfields
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/bizbuzz
http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/category/business/finance-and-insurance/
http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/category/business/businessnewintheneighborhood/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/topworkplaces
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/innovation
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/comm
http://altoonaherald.desmoinesregister.com/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/ankeny
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/clive
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/desmoines
http://indianolarecordherald.desmoinesregister.com/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/johnston
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/urbandale
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/waukee
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/westdesmoines
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/entertainment
http://desmoines.metromix.com/
http://desmoines.metromix.com/restaurants
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/datebook
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/events
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/metromixdining
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/music
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/theater
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/movies
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/tv
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/comics
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/obituaries
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/submitobit
http://desmoines.mediasolutionsportal.com/desmoines-AdPortal/memoriams/index.html?clear_cache=adportalCache
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/help
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/help&tab=subscriber
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/help&tab=advertising
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/help&tab=reader
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/help&tab=about
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/help&tab=about
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/help&tab=contact
http://desmoinesregistermedia.com/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/twitter
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/facebook
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/mobile
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/rss
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/nlettersubscribe
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/sms
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/twitter
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/facebook
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/mobile
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/rss
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/nlettersubscribe
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/sms
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.careerbuilder.com/
http://www.careerbuilder.com/
http://www.cars.com/
http://www.cars.com/
http://www.homefinder.com/
http://www.homefinder.com/
http://www.apartments.com/
http://www.apartments.com/
http://www.homegain.com/
http://www.homegain.com/
http://www.shoplocal.com/
http://www.shoplocal.com/
http://www.metromix.com/
http://www.metromix.com/
http://www.eharmony.com/
http://www.eharmony.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.careerbuilder.com/
http://www.cars.com/
http://www.homefinder.com/
http://www.apartments.com/
http://www.homegain.com/
http://www.shoplocal.com/
http://www.gannett.com/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/terms
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/privacy
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/privacy#adchoices

	desmoinesregister.com
	Southwest Airlines brings dozens of Iowans, including pilot, home | The Des Moines Register | desmoinesregister.com


	QyOT9BY3JvYmF0V2ViQ2FwVElEMwA=: 
	form0: 
	fb_dtsg: AQDj_fh2
	href: http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20120929/BUSINESS/309290050/?odyssey=nav%7Chead&gcheck=1&nclick_check=1
	action: recommend
	nobootload: 
	iframe_referer: http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20120929/BUSINESS/309290050/?odyssey=nav%7Chead&gcheck=1&nclick_check=1
	ref: artrectop
	button0: 
	fb_dtsg_(1): AQDj_fh2
	href_(1): http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20120929/BUSINESS/309290050/?odyssey=nav%7Chead&gcheck=1&nclick_check=1
	action_(1): recommend
	nobootload_(1): 
	iframe_referer_(1): http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20120929/BUSINESS/309290050/?odyssey=nav%7Chead&gcheck=1&nclick_check=1
	ref_(1): artrectop


	E1NT9BY3JvYmF0V2ViQ2FwVElENAA=: 
	form0: 
	button0: 


	hlY2s9MSZuY2xpY2tfY2hlY2s9MQA=: 
	form3: 
	button3: 
	input1: 




